
Jonah 

Chapter 3 
 

 

A couple of things to note before we proceed 

Interesting the writer has not concern or mention about where Jonah starts from 

Also, Jonah spoke of the mist or vapor of those that serve idols in his amazing 

Psalm 

Sadly, Jonah holds a belief or let’s call it an IMAGE of God that is not accurate or 

fair 

He thinks God is way too arbitrary in His delineation of mercy and forgiveness 

In a real sense, Jonah is remaking God into an image that works for him 

Isn’t that idolatry…the very vapor he just deplored? 

And yet we do this all the time 

We assume we have God figured out and then stick to it no matter what 

We remake God into our own image 

I saw this huge with the series on God being flexible 

 

• Jonah 3:1-2 

This is a fascinating verse 

What can you glean from this story? About Jonah personally? 

If he had really repented, wouldn’t he have just gone straight there? 

Why on earth would God need to reiterate what He: 

a) Told him in the beginning of chapter 1 

b) Probably ALREADY reiterated in the prophetic vision 

c) Jonah 3:1-3 

Really shows you God’s patience though 

AND His commitment do never do on His own what He can partner with someone 

on 

Both chapter 1 begin with the same call, and end with deliverance 

 

The Nineveh of Jonah’s time was really getting impressive 

It was steadily growing into a world-class city 

Cosmopolitan, sophisticated, academic, and beyond powerful 

The city Jonah visited was probably 3 miles in circumference 

It spanned the Khosr River which was  tributary of the Tigris 

Centered on a raised plateau 

Dominated by Palaces, Aqueducts, a massive cuneiform library, and large Temples 

dedicated to the cities Chief deities: 

a) Nabu 



b) Ishtar 

Archeological diggings have unfolded huge remains with over 70 feet thick of 

remains  

The 3 days Journey reference…2 ways to look at it 

a) Can either say this is Historical fiction with a point and this is exaggerative 

language 

b) You can know this more aptly refers to the city and the neighboring villages 

which is how these cities were spoken of 

In this case it would refer to the area lying between Nineveh, Calah/Nimrud, 

and Dur Sharrukin/Khorsabad 

 

It was surrounded by super rich farm land 

Possessed commanding trade routes being so close to the Tigris and possessing this 

important ford of the river 

 

The city during the time of Jonah was right at the seat of greatness 

Handout – Attachment 5 

Someone from the rural Galilee area coming here would have been mesmerized 

Somehow it doesn’t look like Jonah is…he just marches right in 

 

Verses 4-10 follow a familiar threefold pattern found in the Old Testament 

a) Threatened disaster (vs. 4) 

b) Acts of repentance (vs. 5-9) 

c) Deliverance (vs. 10) 

Interestingly enough, you only find this pattern talked about with Israel…except 

here and one in Jeremiah 

He point is rather obvious...Israel has been treated just as fairly as Gentiles 

And now the Gentiles are an example to Israel 

Point – if God has done this with Israel in the past, they should have zero 

complaint when He does it now with pagans 

 

• Jonah 3:4 

1) One day’s walk – why is this mentioned 

Jonah gets to the heart, the MIDDLE of the city with his message 

Also a possibility that Jonah is minimizing…so everyone has not heard 

If this is true, it would make their repentance even that much more amazing 

A lot of their response would then be indirect 

2) Message seems to be minimized 

Only 5 Hebrew words are given 

He may have said more, but the writer is sure making a point here 



And there is no reason to think he spoke in anything but Hebrew…not their 

native language 

3) Message is entirely negative – with no real reasons given 

In other books like Amos specific sins are given so they know where they 

are falling short 

4) 40 days 

Fascinating, no explicit mention of this by God in the test 

This is a REALLY short amount of time 

Only places where time is given are Isaiah and Jeremiah and a lot more is 

given then 

Probably a couple options: 

a) God mentioned this to Jonah either at the beginning and it wasn’t 

recorded or maybe in the Prophetic vision 

b) Jonah is adding this on his own – remember Jonah’s goal, he absolutely 

wants to minimize his message and his stay and their response 

40 days is usually given as a time of trial or testing, leading to holiness and 

repentance: 

a) Time conceded for a comprehensive judgment (Gen. 7:4, 12) with 

Noah 

b) It was the amount of time God needed to instruct Moses on Sinai in 

Exodus 24 & 34) 

c) And it was the time it took Moses to repent on behalf of Aaron and 

the people to get God to change His mind and not destroy them in 

Deuteronomy 9 

d) Ezekiel bears the iniquity of Judah for 40 days (Ez. 4:6) 

e) Even Jesus’ temptation in the desert took 40 days 

 

Bottom line, Jonah’s message is as blunt and negative and offensive as can be 

And when does this occur? What had just happened with Jonah 

Right after he is personally saved with essentially zero repentance 

 

Almost need to ask why he even went 

a) Might have realize that God pursued him to Sheol…he wasn’t getting away 

b) Maybe if he could do a poor job and Nineveh didn’t respond they would be 

over with sooner rather than later 

Again, we know it isn’t because he realize his assumptions about God were off 

 

• Jonah 3:5-9 

“sackcloth” = course weave of goat or camel hair 

• Nahum 3:1-3 



 

“Anger” = same word for nostrils, snorting 

You can almost read here, nowhere in all of Israel have I found this much faith 

Verses 6-9 are really a recap of what has already happened 

“beast” = animal world in contrast to humans 

“herd and flock” = domesticated animals 

This wasn’t unheard of either (Judith 4:10 e.g.) 

Again, you can almost read that in Nineveh even the animals know more about 

repentance than Israel ((is. 1:2, Jer. 8:7) 

 

“Who knows” – what does the King assume about God like the Captain did? 

This is really quite a sophisticated understanding of God 

Isn’t it interesting, the heathen know more about God than the Israelite 

They know more about God’s sovereign freedom 

Kinda makes me wonder why I received such a strong response again to God’s 

flexibility 

It is one of the major points to this whole book 

We are committed sometimes to bad Theology because that is all we have known 

Terrence Fretheim = “The Old Testament is not embarrassed at all about saying 

that God changes His plans.” 

 

• Jonah 3:10 

 

1. Jonah, a member of the covenant community of Israel remains unresponsive 

despite a long history and personal experience with God’s mercy 

2. Pagans respond to the first word from God that they hear 

Terrence Fretheim – pg 115 
 


